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HFES Joins Forces with NIST to Advance Artificial Intelligence Safety Measures

HFES To Collaborate On Groundbreaking Initiative from the U.S. Department of Commerce To Advance
The Responsible Development of Safe And Trustworthy Al

Washington, D.C.—February 8, 2024—The Human Factors and Ergonomics Society (HFES) today
announced it has been accepted into the U.S. Department of Commerce's National Institute of Standards
and Technology's (NIST) Artificial Intelligence Safety Institute Consortium. This collaboration will pave the
way for the development of a new measurement science that will promote the use of trustworthy and
responsible Artificial Intelligence (Al) systems.

“The U.S. government has a significant role to play in setting the standards and developing the tools we
need to mitigate the risks and harness the immense potential of artificial intelligence. President Biden
directed us to pull every lever to accomplish two key goals: set safety standards and protect our
innovation ecosystem. That’s precisely what the U.S. Al Safety Institute Consortium is set up to help us
do,” said U.S. Secretary of Commerce, Gina Raimondo. “Through President Biden’s landmark Executive
Order, we will ensure America is at the front of the pack — and by working with this group of leaders from
industry, civil society, and academia, together we can confront these challenges to develop the
measurements and standards we need to maintain America’s competitive edge and develop Al
responsibly.”

The Consortium, which does not evaluate commercial products or endorse any specific services, aims to
address the challenges identified under the Al RMF roadmap and the October 30, 2023, Executive Order
on Safe, Secure, and Trustworthy Artificial Intelligence. This will be achieved through the collaborative
establishment of a new measurement science that will identify proven, scalable and interoperable
techniques and metrics for the development and responsible use of safe and trustworthy Al. The
Institute's work will enable the development and deployment of safe and trustworthy Al systems through
the operationalization of the Al Risk Management Framework (Al RMF).

As the leading organization in human factors and ergonomics, HFES is committed to promoting the safe
and responsible use of Al that considers the effects of Al on human performance. By joining forces with
NIST, HFES hopes to positively impact the development and deployment of Al systems that prioritize
safety and trustworthiness.
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According to Dr. Mica Endsley, HFES Government Relations Chair, " The human factors and ergonomics
experts at HFES are excited to be a part of this groundbreaking initiative and look forward to contributing
to the advancement of Al safety measures. With the rapid growth of Al technology, it is crucial to ensure
its responsible use. This collaboration with NIST will play a significant role in achieving these goals.”
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About Human Factors and Ergonomics Society (HFES)

Founded in 1957, HFES is the world’s largest scientific association for human factors/ergonomics
professionals. HFES serves the needs of members and the public by promoting and advancing the
discovery and exchange of knowledge concerning the characteristics of human beings that are applicable
to the design of systems, products, tools, and environments of all kinds. The society’s more than 3,000
members work in educational institutions, companies, government and military research centers, and
independent consultancies in 58 countries. About 15 percent of members are students. For more
information, please visit https://www.hfes.org/.
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